Campaigning For County Committee 
The Ideal Campaign 

  

  

What you should have before you begin campaigning: 

  

œ      Walking list of your precinct 

œ      Information sheet on yourself and small stickers 

œ      committee by-laws (Make sure you have read them!.) 

œ      Pennsylvania Elections calendar 

http://www.dos.state.pa.us/elections/lib/elections/030_important_dates/importantdates2010.pdf 

œ      Voter Registration forms and Absentee Ballots 

  

  

1.   When you picked up your nomination petition at your Elections Office, you obtained a walking list of registered voters in your precinct.  This is your most important campaign tool. 

2.   Type up a half-page flyer with which you can walk door-to-door in your precinct to let registered voters in your party know what you are asking of them.  This is a short “sales pitch” for your campaign.  Here are some things you might want to include: 

·      how long you have lived in the precinct and/or the general area 

·      a little about your family 

·      local community involvement and/or volunteer work 

·      why you are running for the position (a brief statement) 

·      what you hope to accomplish 

·      Put the Election Date May 18 on your flyer!  People do NOT know when the election is!  Know your polling place and when your polls open and close. 

·      Decide if you want to put any contact information on the flyer.  I recommend that you do unless you think it is unsafe to do so.  Remember that you are asking people to elect you as their representative in their party.  They should know how to contact you so you can do just that! 

Try to gear your campaign sheet to what you think would be important to your neighbors.  The more uncertain you are about this, the more generic you should keep your information. 

  

Remember your objective: to get elected. 

  

This is not the time for political or philosophical debating.  If someone tries to engage you in specific topics, it is fine to discuss them.  But don’t go looking for the debate!  You want the vote! 

  

3.   Print out the Pennsylvania 2010 Elections Calendar so you can tell people what all the important dates are: 

http://www.dos.state.pa.us/elections/lib/elections/030_important_dates/importantdates2010.pdf 

Carry with you a few voter registration forms and absentee ballots.  You can get those at the Elections Office. 

  

4.   Look at your calendar and decide how much time you are going to dedicate to walking your precinct.  Try to plan for inclement weather. 

5.   How do you dress when going door-to-door?  Make sure you wear good walking shoes, but if you can stay away from sneakers.  You want to look like you are going to the bank and asking for a loan, or like the person approving the loan!  Ladies can wear slacks, but look professional! 

6.   Decide what you are going to say before you go out.  You want to be friendly, introduce yourself.   Something like this: 

“Hi, my name is Joe Smith.  I just wanted to stop by and introduce myself.  I am running for the local Republican Committee and would like to ask for your vote on May 18.  I live down on Main Street near the park.”  
And hand them your campaign sheet. 
  

Some people will ask you “What does the committee do?”  Most of them will never have been visited by a candidate for county committee before!  Know what you are going to say before you are asked!   Also keep in mind that many committee people don’t do anything.   Visit your county committee web site ahead of time, read the by-laws and know your duties. 

All the county committees are linked off the state GOP web site, http://www.pagop.org 

  

Depending on the response you get, you might consider asking, “Are you interested in what is going on in our party?” 

  

This is the time to start prospecting for people who are going to help you in the precinct:  Your Precinct Team 

If people seem interested, ask them if they would like you to keep in touch with them regarding the party via email.  You can start to build a database of potential workers down the road.  We are always organizing! 

  

7.   If no one is home, I carry little round stickers to stick one of my flyers on the doorknob or another surface that will not leave any marks.  Make a note on your walking list of the homes where you made contacts, no one was home, where you left flyers, etc. 

8.   If you get into a conversation with someone, it is good to make a note of any personal details so you can bring it up next time you speak with them.  (“Hi Mrs. Jones.  I hope your hip is doing better,” etc.) 

  

9. The best time to meet people is on Election Day (but hopefully you will not wait until then.)  Plan to be at the poll as much of Election Day as you can to greet voters.  The law says you have to stand 10 feet from the entrance of the polling place. 

  

I recommend you dress in business attire – look like a candidate!  Have your information sheets, shake hands with voters and be friendly!  The law says you have to stand 20 feet from the entrance of the polling place. 

  

Election Day is a long day.  Pack a lot of drinking water in a cooler and food.  Find out where you can use the rest room if needed at your polling place ahead of time.  Be friendly towards the Judges and Inspectors of Election in your polling place.  They are the guardians of the polling process! 
  

How vigorously you campaign is completely up to you.   If you have a contested race, i.e., someone else is vying for your spot, you have more work to do.  Either way, you want as much support as you can get! 

  

Good Luck in your campaign! 
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